








iekie Barnard is the director of
I Shift Social Development, a

Johannesburg-based advocacy
group that seeks to get the private sector
on board in supporting Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) in Africa while
making profits and creating social impact
at the same tiem. In this interview with
InFocus’ Zeenat Abdool, Ms. Barnard
talks about her organization’s role in
campaigning for the shared value concept.

InFocus: What exactly is Shift Social
Development all about?

Tiekie Barnard: Shift Social Development
is the regional partner of the global Shared
Value initiative. Our objective is to create
awareness of the shared value concept
and to motivate the private sector to
change strategy to one of creating shared
value in order to bring big-scale changes.
Shared Value is about private sector
creating economic value so that they can
make profits but also creating value for
society and looking at their social impact
at the same time. It is not corporate social
investment (CSI). | think it often gets
confused as such because CSl is about
sharing the value of the money you have
made; so, you would typically find that a
company would give money to a non-profit
organization (NPO) or non-governmental
organization (NGO). What we are saying
with shared value to CEOs is that you can
still make your money while at the same
time creating a positive social impact on
society as well.

How did the concept come about, and
what are companies doing?

The concept was born in 2011 when
Prof. Michael Porter and Mark Kramer
from Harvard University, who have been
involved in business strategy for quite

a long time, had a look at the impact

of corporate social investment and the
impact of NPOs and NGOs. Between
the two of them they came up with the
idea that if we can get organizations to
make money while they are addressing
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a societal issue, we will be able to bring
about change on a big scale. For example,
almost 10 years ago, Safaricom in Kenya
made money transfer via cellphones
accessible to Kenyans under a programme
called Mpesa. You can transfer money

to your family in the rural areas so that
you don’t have to get on to a taxi to take
money to your grandmother. By allowing
people to transfer money electronically via
their cellphones, they have given access
to 17 million Kenyans who previously were
excluded from the financial sector. As a
result, they have created a more inclusive
society by including the 17 million people
on Mpesa. About four years ago, these
people were contributing about 4% to the
Kenyan gross domestic product.

There is also a focus on SDGs. Why and
how does it relate to Shared Value?
There was a report done by the Business
Commission where they looked at different
sectors and found out that if companies
addressed SDGs and we reach our
development goals by 2030, the amount
of money they could make is about $12
trillion. If we eradicate poverty, if we get
into agriculture, if we get into renewable
energy, if we find out how we can improve
education, if we can do a lot of that there
will be an enormous amount of money to
be made by the private sector. But we all
have to work together to bring that about.

You have just concluded the second
Africa Shared Value Summit. What was
so significant about the summit?

In 2016, we had to create awareness

of the Shared Value concept, because

we realized when we started out on

the Shared Value journey there was not

an awareness of Shared Value. People
were confusing it with corporate social
investment. We brought in the SDGs in a
very subtle way: people could go and vote
for their favourite SDG. They could write
their name on it and then commit to it and
put it on a board. Creating awareness was
a part of the campaign in 2017. This year
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the theme was “Meeting the Challenge”
and it was about Africa meeting the
challenges of the SDGs. Every speaker
had to interlink the SDGs with their topic.
In terms of what happens afterwards,

this year we launched the Shared Value
Africa Initiative at the summit. One of the
objectives is to drive Shared Value across
our continent, to create this eco-system
where we can all work together and also in
the process align our work with the SDGs,
because Shared Value is a great way to
implement the SDGs. If you align your
Shared Value strategy to the SDGs, it is a
match made in heaven.

What are some of the changes you have
seen since last year’s summit?

| think we have definitely seen an uptake
from 2017 to this year. However, | do
believe there is still a lot of work to be
done. There is a lot of information sharing
that still has to happen from a Shared
Value and SDG perspective. Organizations
must understand how their companies
can benefit if they align themselves with
the SDGs, and that for us is the big thing.
There are organizations that are already
doing it including ABSA Bank, Woolworths
and Nandos. Often companies are aligning
their businesses to the SDGs but they just
don’t know it.

Next year the summit is expected

to take place in Kenya. Why Kenya
specifically?

What we realized when we held the 2017
and 2018 summits here in South Africa

is that if we want to really create this
regional Shared Value community and
create awareness about how to align your
Shared Value strategy to the SDGs, then
we have to speak to the rest of Africa, not
just to the southern point of Africa. We
must involve the rest of Africa, and we
have always brought them down here for
the summit. But next year we are going to
Kenya for the summit, and we are really
looking forward to it. ¥



The first and second revolutions have
passed many people by in a world
where one-third of the population
(2.4 billion people) lack access to clean
drinking water and safe sanitation, and
one-sixth (1.2 billion people) have no
electricity. Even though more than 3 billion
people have access to the internet, that
still leaves 4 billion people out of the third
industrial revolution.

If the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) are to be realized and ensure

that no-one is left behind, a collective
responsibility amongst all stakeholders,
including governments, the private sector,
civil society, communities and individuals
needs to take education in all its forms
more seriously to allow adaptation in the
evolution of humankind.

In late June this year, young diplomats
from Brazil, Russia, India, China, South
Africa (BRICS) and BRICS Plus countries
(including Angola, Indonesia, Jamaica
and Rwanda) and the United Nations
participated in the Young Diplomats
Forum in Johannesburg. The forum,
whose theme was, “BRICS in Africa:
Collaboration for Inclusive Growth and
Shared Prosperity in the 4th Industrial
Revolution,” brought together future
leaders who recognize and are committed
to the aims of the SDGs. They recognized
that learning from the past put into
perspective the requirements for ensuring
that poverty is tackled, inequality

is addressed, and inclusion is non-
negotiable.

To put it into historical and cultural
context, the impact of science and
technology, its contribution to innovation
and relevance to the African continent
framed the legacy of Nelson Mandela’s
vision of the youth.

It is the responsibility of young people
to change the course of history, said the
Deputy Minister for the Department of

International Relations and Cooperation,
Reginah Mhaule, in his opening remarks.

“If young people are to be the catalyst

for change,” she said, “they will need

the necessary tools to be effectively
equipped. We need to see more
collaboration in areas of skills transfer,
knowledge partnerships and best-practice
sharing in order to stimulate innovation
and empower all people equally. Mandela
believed that young people are a country’s
most important asset. He argued with
conviction that the youth need to be
protected, empowered and nurtured to
build a rich and united country.”

The relevance of the delegation’s visit

to the Sterkfontein Caves in Gauteng
Province illustrated the magnitude of the
number of discoveries that are yet to be
made. Professor Lee Burger, a world-
renowned paleoanthropologist from the
University of Witwatersrand found more
than 60 new fossils in 600 exploration
sites never seen before in the world by
using Google Earth, just after its inception
in 2001.

“The young team that was instrumental in
this expedition demonstrates that we need
to change the way we view our ancestry
and the way in which humanity views and
understands the world,” said Prof. Burger.

The focus on business and the economy,
specifically on entrepreneurship and
accessing finance to break into the

new industry, highlighted the recurring
elements of the BRICS 2018 theme:
innovation, technology, collaboration,
sustainable development and growth,
skills development, education and
sharing best-practices to create an equal
distribution of wealth and prosperity for
all. This was summarized aptly by Tevern
Jaftha from the Small Enterprise and
Development Agency who implored the
youth to think and act differently and
transform their minds constantly to keep
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UNDP Learning to leapfrog in the Fourth
Industrial Revolution

up with the rapid rate of technological
advancements.

“We need to read and extract the
information we have available at our
fingertips and understand what the

gaps and needs are,” he said, adding:
“Education gives you the tools to articulate
at a certain level, therefore the language
of coding will be a requirement to
understand and communicate at that level
in the future.” Using China as an example
of “learning from the best to become

the best,” he illustrated the potential of a
country that has learned from the most
developed nations and used their findings
to disrupt other markets.

These sentiments tied into the reflection
of the address on the first day of the
forum by the Minister of the Department
of Science and Technology, Mamoloko
Kubayi-Ngubane, who said, “We need
competitive advantage solutions, and
innovation is a key driver for sustainable
development and growth.” She urged
participants to share their experiences
and expertise and to support small and
medium enterprises and to promote
grassroots innovation and enterprise in
order to help bridge the divide.

An enthusiastic and engaged delegation
was left with solid advice from the Premier
of the Gauteng Province, David Makura,
who told them that “young people

change the course of history by helping

to reimagine a different world than the
one we have today,” adding, “This world
should be built with inclusion as the

main organizing idea for business and
government, with ethical leadership as the
starting point.”

Leveraging collective resources of BRICS
countries in line with the SDGs is a
unique opportunity to build a new world
order, especially amongst the youth

who make up the majority of the world’s
population. £
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Officials at the World Refugee Day ceremony

he United Nations High African school children, officials and civil for all people on the move. The campaign
I Commissioner for Refugees society organizations. The Minister of has a clear call to action that the public
(UNHCR) celebrated the Home Affairs, Malusi Gigaba, provided can sign on to online with each signature
World Refugee Day on 20 June at a formal World Refugee Day remarks on helping to demonstrate global support to
ceremony held at the Constitution Hill in behalf of the Government. refugees.
Johannesburg with refugees and asylum-
seekers as well as governments and The World Refugee Day came into being Photo captions: Deputy Minister of
partners to honour the courage, strength following the UN General Assembly Home Affairs Hon. Fatima Chohan, the
and resilience of women, men and resolution 55/76 of 4 December 2000 in UN Resident Coordinator in South Africa
children who are forced to flee their homes  which it noted that 2001 marked the 50th Ms. Nardos Bekele-Thomas and OIC
under threat of persecution, conflict and anniversary of the 1951 Convention relating ~ of UNHCR Regional Representation for
violence. to the Status of Refugees, and that the Southern Africa Mr. Adan Ilimi leading
Organization of African Unity had agreed 5km World Refugee Day Fun Walk around
This year’s commemoration was organized  to have International Refugee Day coincide Constitution Hill on 20 June. UNHCR/M.
by the South Africa’s Department of Home  with Africa Refugee Day on 20 June. Aikomus
Affairs and UNHCR, in collaboration
with the Gauteng Province, the City of The theme for this year’s events was 1. World Refugee Day keynote speaker
Johannesburg, civil society, refugees and “We stand #WithRefugees” which Minister of Home Affairs Hon. Malusi
host communities. The objective was to resonated through UNHCRs messaging Gigaba, Deputy Minister of Home
educate the general public on the causes and campaign materials. UNHCR’s Affairs Hon. Fatima Chohan, the UN
and impact of global forced displacement; global public information and advocacy Resident Coordinator in South Africa
show solidarity and empathy with people campaign #WithRefugees (http://www. Ms. Nardos Bekele-Thomas and other
forced to flee; promote social cohesion; unhcr.org/refugeeday/) will continue distinguished guests enjoying the
prevent xenophobia and promote peaceful running until September this year when performance by the refugee dancers
co-existence between refugees, asylum- world leaders will gather at the UN during the World Refugee Day event
seekers and their host communities as Headquarters to agree on a new way at Constitution Hill on 20 June.
well as to show appreciation to the South of managing global refugee crises. This UNHCR/M. Aikomus
Africa for hosting some 280,000 refugees agreement, called Global Compact
and asylum-seekers. for Refugees, is all about sharing 2. Deputy Minister of Home Affairs Hon.
responsibility, bringing together all parts Fatima Chohan discussing with South
The main event was a five-kilometre Fun of society to stand together with refugees African and refugee school children on
Walk around Constitution Hill led by the and do their fair share instead of leaving the meaning of World Refugee Day after
Deputy Minister of Home Affairs, Fatima individual states to bear the burden of the 5km Fun Walk around Constitution
Chohan, the UN Resident Coordinator in mass forced displacement. Hill on 20 June. The UN Resident
South Africa, Nardos Bekele-Thomas and Coordinator in South Africa Ms. Nardos
the Officer-in-Charge of UNHCR Regional The #WithRefugees campaign also Bekele-Thomas and OIC of UNHCR
Representation for Southern Africa, Adan supports the UN global “Together” Regional Representation for Southern
Ilmi, accompanied by refugees and South initiative to promote respect and tolerance Africa Mr. Adan limi look on. £}
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entenary events to mark what
‘ would have been the late icon
Nelson Mandela’s 100th birthday
took place across the globe with the
United Nations in South Africa actively
participating in a variety of activities in
Mandela’s home country.

The events began when UN
representatives in South Africa joined
more than 15,000 people from all walks
of life and braced the winter chill at the
Wanderers Stadium in Johannesburg
on 17 July 2018 to watch former U.S.
President Barack Obama deliver the
16th Annual Nelson Mandela Lecture.

The lecture, which was organized

in partnership with the Motsepe
Foundation, came a day before the
Nelson Mandela International Day
commemoration under the theme:
“Renewing the Mandela Legacy and
Promoting Active Citizenship in a
Changing World.” Obama’s speech
focused on rising inequalities,
unemployment, poverty, women
empowerment and the qualities and
ethical values that leaders should
embody to serve their citizens.

From left to right: Ndileka Mandela, Resident Coordinator of the
United Nations in South Africa, Nardos Bekele-Thomas, UNDP
Country Director in South Africa and Walid Badawi, UNDP Country

Director South Africa.

Addressing an active audience,

he spoke at length about the true
leadership characteristics of the late
Nelson Mandela and his passion for
human rights not only for the people of
his country but for citizens of the world.

“Madiba’s light shone so brightly, that
in the late 70s, he could inspire (me)
a college student on the other side of
the world...”

— Barack Obama

UN agencies in the country marked the
Nelson Mandela International Day by
participating in a variety of events with
the International Monetary Fund and the
UN Office of the High Commissioner

for Human Rights coming together at

the Southern Sun in Menlyn, Pretoria, to
package food for the underprivileged.
Other agencies, including the UN
Information Centre, UN Development
Programme, the World Food Programme
and the office of the Resident Coordinator
joined The Elders for a symbolic walk at
the Constitution Hill in Johannesburg. The
Elders is an independent group of global
leaders working together for peace and
human rights and came into being in 2007
through the efforts of former President
Mandela.

UN Resident Coordinator in South
Africa Nardos Bakele-Thomas was in
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the forefront of the walk together with
the late Kofi Annan, the former UN
Secretary-General, women and children
rights advocate Graca Machel, former
Irish President Mary Robinson and
Sparks of Hope organizations who work
for the freedoms to which Mandela
dedicated his life.

The centenary events will continue
throughout 2018 and include the eagerly
anticipated Global Citizen festival which
will take place in Johannesburg on 2
December 2018. The festival, which aims
to raise awareness and inspire action
towards ending extreme poverty, will see
the likes of Beyonce, Jay-Z, Ed Sheeran
and many other world-renowned artists
performing at the FNB Stadium in
Johannesburg. UN Deputy Secretary-
General Amina Mohammed is also
expected to attend the festival.

People can sign up via https://www.
globalcitizen.org/en/festival/south-
africa/ to stand a chance to win tickets
to the concert. To increase your chance
of winning free tickets, users need to
unleash their inner activist and join the
many philanthropists, business leaders,
politicians and others who have made a
pledge or taken active steps to be part
of the generation that realizes the dream
of Mandela in ending extreme poverty,
hunger and inequality. <

From left to right: Johannesburg Mayor Herman Mashaba, UN Resident
Coordinator in South Africa, Nardos Bekele-Thomas, Sir Richard Branson,
Kofi Annan and Ms Graca Machel.




Isibindi students

s one leaves the city of East
Atondon on South Africa’s southern
oast, the winding gravel road is a
reminder of the large swathes of South
Africa that are still rural and in which the

challenges of rural poverty are real.

Near the top of a winding road is a
small, neat house with a large yard
belonging to 17-year-old Siphokazi
Adams, “but | will be 18 soon,” she
declares. Tall and lean with an infectious
and hearty laugh, it is hard to picture
this young woman, who dropped out

of school in 2013, as being in what

she describes as a “dark space”. The
child of a domestic worker, Siphokazi
admits to being exposed to unhealthy
substances and grief following the death
of her father.

It was during this time that Ncumisa,

a child and youth care worker from

the National Association of Child Care
Workers (NACCW), approached her and
encouraged her to visit the Safe Park.
Ncumisa then made a point of visiting
Siphokazi every day and successfully
encouraged her to return to school and
to reconcile with her estranged mother.

The care workers then arranged for
Siphokazi to join the Young Reporters
Network, an initiative funded by

the United Nations Children’s Fund

unicefé&®

(UNICEF) that trains young people to
use radio to report on issues affecting
their communities.

“l think | was chosen because | am
talkative,” says Siphokazi as she
describes how she acquired interviewing
skills which boosted her confidence and
the capacity to listen to other views.

Through regular counselling and advice,
including the provision of study guides
and homework assistance at the Safe
Parks, Siphokazi is now back at school
and completing Grade 12. Furthermore,
she and her mother now have a much
healthier relationship, thanks to the
counselling skills of Ncumisa which she
gained through Isibindi.

“Ncumisa encourages me,” explains

Siphokazi, “She comes to my door at
6am every single morning. She is my
pillar of strength and my mother in so
many ways.”

Ncumisa says that she saw potential

in this confident young woman, so she
spoke to the principal of Siphokazi’s
school and convinced him that this was
a student worth giving another chance.
Promising his support, the principal
also pledged to inform Ncumisa if
Siphokazi failed to attend classes.

The commitment has paid off and in
2017, this determined, former school
drop-out plans to apply for university
studies.

Nolusindiswe - Isibindi Making a difference
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UNICEF Isibindi: Making opportunity real

By Sudeshan Reddy

The result is that Siphokazi has
“become more responsible and cares
about her future”, says Ncumisa. These
days, Siphokazi volunteers at the nearby
Safe Park where she teaches and helps
organize concerts for the children at the
park who have very few opportunities
for entertainment. It’s a role she clearly
relishes as she describes the safe

park as a space where “they don’t
shout, they are constructive, they show
support and never judge.”

For Siphokazi, Isibindi has had a strong
impact on her life and her friends in high
school who come to the Safe Park and
have since been able to turn their lives
around for the better.

As a child care worker in this
economically impoverished community,
Ncumisa sees the daily reality of young
lives ruined by substance abuse,
violence and poverty and plays her
part, through the Isibindi programme, in
preventing and mitigating their negative
impact on children. She notes that
“without Isibindi, many more children
would suffer.”

Showing off a UNICEF schoolbag

she received three years ago and still
continues to use, closes the little metal
gate, saying she “really wants to thank
UNICEF and the child care workers

because | have gained so many skills
and so much more. | would be nothing

» Y
-

without Isibindi.” <.




ore than 1,500 enthusiastic
M children from schools in and

around Umlazi township in
Kwa-Zulu Natal Province joined the
Determined, Resilient, Empowered,
AIDS-free, Mentored and Safe
(DREAMS) Thina Abantu Abasha
Youth Leadership team for a fun-filled
launch of the youth-led programme.
“Thina Abantu Abasha” is Zulu for
“We the youth” and is based on the
premise that no action of empowering
the youth should take place without
the direct involvement of the youth.

Supported by the multinational
company, Johnson & Johnson, in
partnership with the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA), the peer-
to-peer amplification programme

was launched in the cricket grounds
of Umlazi ComTech High School in
Durban early this year. The DREAMS
Thina Abantu Abasha programme is
made up of six dynamic young people
and aims to decrease the rate of HIV
infections in three focus districts

of eThekwini, uMgungundlovu and
uMkhanyakude in KwaZulu-Natal. Later
in the year it will be rolled out in two
districts in Gauteng Province.

In between the lively artistic
performances and music, the Youth
Leadership Team talked about

their goal to reach an estimated
150,000 young people through
peer-to peer engagement, focusing
on empowering young people in
leadership, employment and sexual
and reproductive health—the

three themes identified by youth

as key empowerment drivers in
preventing HIV/AIDS. Recognizing
that adolescent girls and young
women account for 74% of all new
HIV infections in sub-Saharan Africa,
the team told the audience that

the programme is targeted at this

Johnson & Johnson delegation

demographic group between the ages
of 15 and 24 years.

“As the Youth Leadership Team, we

will work hard to ensure that our peers
are not left behind,” Mbali Ngubane, a
team member, told the audience. “We
aim to ensure that those with leadership
skills and potential are exposed to
opportunities to develop them further and
young people at risk and most vulnerable
to HIV/Aids are empowered through
comprehensive sexual reproductive
health programmes,” he said.

Alma Scott, the head of Operations and
Partnerships at Johnson & Johnson’s
Global Public Health, thanked all
stakeholders, especially the Youth
Leadership Team, on the success of the
programme.

“It has been a steep learning curve

for the Youth Leadership Team and |
am proud of their progress,” she said,
adding, “The event today is 100% a
result of their hard work, both by the
DREAMS Thina Abantu Abasha and
its partners in planning the event.” She
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UNFPA Youth-led empowerment programme
launched to reduce HIV/AIDS infections

By Ziyanda Ngoma

commended them for their passion in
addressing the challenges facing their
peers and taking it upon themselves to
help find solutions.

Supporting the DREAMS Thina Abantu
Abasha youth-led initiative, Gertrude
Matshimane from the national
Department of Health representing the
“She Conquers” campaign, suggested
that efforts to create synergy across
all sectors and programmes working
with young people to foster a targeted,
and coordinated response must be
intensified. She congratulated all those
involved in the initiative, particularly the
Youth Leadership Team, who through
perseverance and commitment, made
the launch of DREAMS Thina Abantu
Abasha a success.

UNDPA displayed an exhibition

stand at the venue stocked with
informative and educational material
on HIV/AIDS, sexual and reproductive
health and skills empowerment,
which were promptly grabbed by the
participants. &



Nations Information Centre (UNIC)

announces the passing away of
Hannah Yilma, who served as Director
of UNIC Pretoria from 2000 to 2005.

I t is with great sadness that the United

Born in Ethiopia, Hannah Yilma
retired in Pretoria after a UN career in
both peacekeeping operations and
communications.

She completed a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Business Administration
from the Haile Selassie | University

in Ethiopia and was employed in

the private sector for 15 years. In
1991, Ms. Yilma joined the UN as an
Information Officer in the Department
of Public Information. She then
served in two field missions: the UN

eatrice Mutali has assumed her
Bduties as the new Representative

of the United Nations Population
Fund (UNFPA) for South Africa and the

Country Director for the eSwatini and
Botswana country offices.

Ms. Mutali brings to the East

and Southern Africa region more
than 25 years of experience in
international and local development,
including experience in programme
management, particularly around
family planning and HIV/AIDS. Prior
to her appointment in the East and
Southern Africa (ESA) region, she
served as the UNFPA deputy regional
director at the West Africa Regional

In Memory of Hannah Yilma
(31 May 1943 - 13 August 2018)

Protective Force (UNPROFOR) in the
former Yugoslavia from 1994 to 1995,
and the UN Observer Mission to South
Africa (UNOMSA) from 1992-1994,

as Civil Affairs Officer and Peace
Observer, respectively.

Prior to her final posting in South
Africa, she served as a Political Affairs
Officer in the Situation Centre within
the UN Department of Peacekeeping
Operations from 1995-1998 and then
held the post of Associate Spokesman
in the Office of the Spokesman for the
Secretary-General (at that time, Kofi
Annan) from 1998 to 2000.

She retired as the Director of UNIC

Pretoria in 2005 and chose to make
Pretoria her new home. Hannah
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Office and also as the Officer-In-
Charge for UNFPA in Nigeria.

Before joining the UN system, Ms.
Mutali previously served as the Family
Planning director for Merck/MSD, Oss,
Netherlands; head of the Africa team
for the International HIV/AIDS Alliance,
United Kingdom, and the director of
programmes for International Planned
Parenthood Foundation at the Africa
Regional Office in Kenya.

She holds a Master of Arts degree
in Economics and a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Economics from the
Kurukshetra University in Haryana,
India. £

remained actively involved in various
capacities in non-governmental work,
as well as in the diplomatic corps in
South Africa. She left a lasting and
meaningful legacy and the United
Nations in South Africa salutes her
remarkable life and service to the
organization. ¥



United Nations Games which ended on 1
September at Ingwenyama Conference and
Sports Resort in Mpumalanga Province, South Africa.
Zimbabwe won with 21 points from all sports disciplines
combined, with South Africa following in second place
with 18 points and Kenya in third place with 10 points.

The Zimbabwean team won this year’s All Africa

For three consecutive years, United Nations staff based
in Zimbabwe have been the reigning champions at

the All Africa UN Games and this year was also voted
as the team with the most outstanding team spirit.
Zimbabwe put up an incredible performance at the
soccer finals which saw South Sudan defeated at the
penalties stage. Kenya won the tennis, golf and women
swimming challenges.

The All Africa UN Games are held each year in any of
the African countries. Mozambique will host the 2019
games; Lesotho hosted them last year. This year three
UN resident coordinators attended the games, including
the Resident Coordinator for Angola, Pier Paolo
Balladelli, Resident Coordinator in Zimbabwe, Bishow
Parajuli and the host country UN Resident Coordinator,
Nardos Bekele-Thomas.

s part of its contribution towards promoting
Ahealthy lives among United Nations staff, the UN

Wellness Working Group, in collaboration with the
local UN Games Committee, organized a Wellness Day
in preparation for the 2018 All Africa UN Games which
were held in Mpumalanga Province in South Africa from
31 August to 1 September.

Addressing the staff at the Wellness Day, the Resident
Coordinator, Nardos Bekele-Thomas, emphasized the
need to ensure healthy lives and to promote the well-
being of all people as is specified by Goal 3 of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). @
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UN GAMES Zimbabwe wins the United Nations All
Africa Games with South Africa as the runner-up

By Eunice Namugwe

The games brought together hundreds of UN staff from
across Africa who competed in 12 sports disciplines
ranging from, among others, soccer and netball to golf,
swimming, tennis, darts, snooker and chess and other
fun games such as sack races and tugs-of-war.

The purpose of the UN Games is to promote a culture
of peace and tolerance, mutual respect among staff
and to emphasize the importance of UN’s ‘Delivering
as One’ approach. The UN recognizes the value of
sports towards public health and as a tool for raising
awareness on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
The theme for this year’s UN Games was derived from
the SDG 3: “Promoting Good Health and Wellbeing in
the UN”.

The coordination and preparation for countries’
participation was made possible by country captains of
Angola, Botswana, Zambia, Mozambique, South Sudan,
Namibia, eSwatini, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Lesotho,
Nigeria and Kenya.

The 2018 All Africa UN Games were sponsored by UN
Agencies and several organizations from both private
and public sectors. ©*







